Elf Trap STEM Project
Vocabulary

Simple Machines - Any basic mechanical device for applying force. These machines are typically designed for specific,
straightforward tasks.

Complex Machines - A machine made up of two or more simple machines to make work easier.

Lever - A rigid bar resting on a pivot, used to help move a heavy or firmly fixed load with
one end when pressure is applied to the other. The fulcrum is the part on which the lever rests.

Wheel and Axle - A simple lifting machine consisting of a rope which unwinds from a wheel on to a cylindrical drum or
shaft joined to the wheel to provide mechanical advantage.

Inclined Plane - A simple machine consisting of a sloping surface, used for raising heavy bodies.

Screw - A simple machine of the inclined plane type consisting of a spirally grooved solid
cylinder and a correspondingly grooved hollow cylinder into which it fits.

Pulley - A small wheel with a grooved rim around which a cord passes. It acts to change the direction of a force applied
to the cord and is chiefly used (typically in combination) to raise heavy weights.

Wedge - A piece of wood, metal, or some other material having one thick end and tapering
to a thin edge, that is driven between two objects or parts of an object to secure or separate them.

Rube Goldberg Machine - A chain reaction-type machine or contraption intentionally designed to perform a simple task
in an indirect and (impractically) overly complicated way.



