The War that Made America | Documentary Themes
and Timestamps

Content Warning: blood, death, and violence

Episode 1: A Country Between
(Introduction to the war’s outbreak and early key figures)
1. Intro 0:00-6:05
2. Setting the Stage: Colonial Rivalry in North America 8:50-19:18
o Britain vs. France over the Forks of the Ohio/Ohio Valley (modern day
Pittsburgh)
o Native diplomacy & frontier culture
3. Young George Washington’s First Campaigns 19:19 - 25:00
o Washington’s 1754 mission to warn the French
o Washington'’s defeat at Fort Necessity 24:50 - 29:00
4. Indigenous Decisions 28:45 - 30:30
5. British and French Ambitions 30:31 - 33:40
6. Fort Cumberland, Maryland 33:40 - 38:20
o Women and camp life 33:40 - 35:22
o Training and Camp Life 35:23 - 36:59
7. Braddock’s Expedition and Defeat 38:22 - 53:43
o Frenchand Indian alliance

o Fort Duguesne Battle 42:05 - 49:30

WQED



Episode 2: Unlikely Allies
(How alliances with Indigenous nations shape the war)
Recap 0:00 - 2:25
1. Frontier War Expands 4:05 - 15:52
o Changing strategies and native ceremonial diplomacy 4:05 - 11:12
o Sir William Johnson’s campaign 11:15 - 15:52
o Settlers and Indigenous Nations in Marsh Creek, Western PA Frontier -
Mary Jemison 16:00 - 20:45, 30:55 - 33:13
2. Native American Perspectives & Strategy
o Native groups see opportunity to regain land and influence 17:55 - 20:45
o Native American war politics and code of honor 48:55 - 50:45
3. George Washington on the Frontier and the Colonial Army 20:45 - 26:25
4. General John Campbell Loudoun 26:25 - 28:37
5. Louis-Joseph de Montcalm and the French alliances with Native Nations 28:38 -
30:50
6. Nova Scotia 1755 Acadian expulsions 33:15 - 35:00
7. Battle of Fort Oswego 35:01 - 53:46

WQED



Episode 3: Turning the Tide
(British resurgence and decisive campaigns)
Recap 0:00 - 1:55
1. Period of British Setbacks 3:35 - 23:35
o Fort Ticonderoga (Abercromby vs. Montcalm) 17:00 - 23:35
o George Washington Forgotten Western Frontier 7:57 - 13:05
o Colonists and the British Crown Conflict 13:06 - 14:48
2. Leadership and Strategy Changes 14:58 - 16:59
o Influence of William Pitt
3. Turning the Tide
o Colonist Victory - Fort Frontenac 23:35 - 25:57
o Siege of Louisbourg 26:00 - 27:15
o Montcalm’s Challenges and the French Royal Response 33:12 - 36:54
o Eyesonthe Ohio Country 27:16 - 29:55
4. Susanna Johnson narrative as a captive under the Abenaki 30:25 - 33:11
5. Impact of war and disease 36:55 - 37:59
6. General John Forbes’ Fort Duquesne Campaign Strategy 38:00 - 51:15
o Chief Teedyuscung's role in negotiations/alliance 39:12 - 44:15, 46:53 -
47:42
o Forbes' road & logistics 44:15 - 46:52;47:42 - 48:18
o Washington's Near-death Friendly Fire Incident near Fort Ligonier 48:00 -
50:28, Washington reflects and redirects his focus 51:15 - 53:45
o Fort Duquesneis taken 50:30 - 51:15

WQED



Episode 4: Unintended Consequences
(How victory reshapes colonial politics and leads toward revolution)
Recap 0:00 - 2:00
1. Campaignin Canada & Quebec 3:50 - 12:40
o British siege of Quebec.
o General Wolfe’s daring climb and decisive victory.
o Death of Wolfe; French defeat.
2. End of French Power in North America 12:40 - 16:45
o lroquois and British pressure eliminate French colonial dominance.
3. Aftermath — Empire and Economy 16:30 - 19:35
o British war debt and economic strain, Parliament taxes colonies to recoup
costs. 37:00 - 38:52
o Treaty of Paris, Ending of the Seven Years War 34:50 - 35:49
o Colonial Dissatisfaction 43:46 - 47:13
o Seeds of Revolution 47:14 - 53:43
4. Breaking customs with Native Peoples 19:35 - 27:11
o Expansion West 27:12 - 28:30, 35:25 - 37:00, 38:53 - 43:45
o Frontier settlers and Native people 28:30 - 29:40, 50:50 - 53:43
o Impact of smallpox 29:40 - 31:24
o Murder of Native people by The Paxton Boys 31:25 - 33:12
o Trucetoend the violence, Mary Jemison 33:13 - 34:48

WQED
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