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Students will learn about the Freedom House
Ambulance, which was the nation's first EMS Team.

Through WQED’s documentary students will
discover and explore the history that was made in

the Hill District neighborhood of Pittsburgh, PA and
the hardships that were endured which have
afforded us the privilege to have what is now

classified as EMS or EMT.



In addition to learning about the nation's first EMS
Team, students will have the opportunity to explore

other themes such as gentrification, medical
inequality and more (see page 8).



You are free to create your own additional learning

objectives that will accommodate your groups
learning needs.



Please be aware that this film & accompanying
activities are suggested for grades 6-12. 
Watch the film first to see how your class will
receive it.
A very short pre and post film presentation has
been created to help you facilitate the learning
time. They are not necessary to use but could be
helpful.
Discussion questions have been provided but it is
strongly suggested to watch through the film to
prepare some of your own questions.
Options for Learning Activities have been
provided however, we suggest seeing if the
provided activities will be beneficial to your class
or if something else needs to be put in place. 
Remember to let your group know that the
conversation needs to be respectful and
considerate. Be prepared to facilitate the
conversation but do not dominate it to ensure
that your group can form their own opinions.
Be sure to allot 2-3 class periods for the film,
discussion and the learning activities.



The questions provided can be used to help guide your
group into meaningful discussion. Please feel free to
create questions of your own. However, try not to
provoke certain answers as to not stifle the flow of the
conversation.

Were there any parts of the film that surprised you? 
Were there any parts of the film that made you feel
sad?
Were there any parts of the film that made you feel
angry?
Did you know about Freedom House prior to
watching this film?  
What new information did you learn from this film?
What did you think about police having to pick up
those who were sick? 
What did you think about the Mayor Flaherty’s
actions? 
What did you think about “The Renaissance”
project that took place in the city? 
What do you wish would have happened differently
with Freedom House? 



The questions provided can be used to help students
recall certain parts of the film. These can be used for
pop quizzes, tests, essay questions or group
discussions, if you prefer.

Who did people call before there was ambulance
services? 
Why was Freedom House Ambulance necessary? 
What was “The Renaissance”? 
What neighborhood did it affect? 
Who established Freedom House Enterprises? 
What was “the big black wagon”? 
Why did police refuse to answer emergency calls in
black neighborhoods? 
Why was the Freedom House Ambulance created? 
Dr. Peter Safar is known as the father of what? 
How many hours was the Freedom House training
program? 
How many calls did Freedom House answer in their
first year? 
Why didn’t the police like Freedom House
Ambulance? 
What TV program reached out to Dr. Safar & Freedom
House? 



Who became the new director of Freedom House? 
Who was the first paramedic to intubate a patient in
the streets? 
Why did Mayor Flaherty not support Freedom House
Ambulance? 
When did Freedom House take their “last call”? 
What did Mayor Flaherty “start” in place of Freedom
House? 
Who became the first African American Deputy
Chief? 
Who did the Deputy Chief say that she owes her
success to? 



racism in the medical field
urban renewal/gentrification
resistance to black innovation
medical innovation
community development
political oppression of the black community
housing and medical inequality
political pushback

Here are some themes you can think about
exploring with your class:

Freedom House explores several different themes
throughout the film. If you would like to you can
have your group concentrate on exploring a specific
theme.



The activities below can help guide your group into a
deeper understanding of what they have learned
about in the Freedom House film. These activities can
be changed to fit your groups need.

Create a TikTok or Instagram Reel to raise
awareness about Freedom House 

Highlight important events and people that
made Freedom House a success 
Highlight opposition to Freedom House 
Students should be reminded to save their video
to their phones or whatever recording device
they are using (teacher can decide if these will
be shown to the class)

Write a poem about Freedom House 
Write a short article that would explain to your
local community about the history of Freedom
House and its importance 
Create a poster to raise awareness about Freedom
House and its impact on the country



Draw up a blue print of a statue or monument that
you would want to be built in your local community
in honor of the Freedom House Ambulance 

Think of a good location in your community for
this statue/monument 
Think of what the plaque on the statue would
say.



Blank paper 
Construction paper 
Cell phones/iPad/Video Recording Devices
Markers, colored pencil, printed images (if
possible, not necessary)

If your groups will be completing the learning
activities provided in this guide please be sure to
have the following supplies ready:




